
 

  PLATYPUS LIVE HERE 

Did you know that platypus live 

in the rivers and creeks of the 

Alpine valleys? 

With luck you might see one, but the survival 

of this very special semi aquatic Australian 

mammal is under threat. 

By following a few simple guidelines around 

fishing, swimming, camping, driving and your 

pets, you can share the river and really help 

protect the platypus! 

 

        Platypus spotting  

 

The rivers and streams of the 

Alpine valleys are home to a 

very special animal – the 

platypus.  

If you are quiet and patient, especially near dawn and 

dusk, you may see this fascinating animal. 

A platypus dives around 75 times each hour to search 

for food. Diving creates a ‘bulls-eye’ pattern of ripples 

that is often the first sign that a platypus is active in 

the area.  

In faster flowing water, a platypus will normally face 

into the current, creating a V-shaped ripple pattern. 

A platypus will normally remain underwater for less 

than a minute while searching for food (such as 

worms, insects, freshwater shrimps and small clams).  

Typically it will pop up within 10–20 metres of 

where it dived and remain on the surface briefly 

while chewing its food and taking a breath.  

 

    Rakali—native rat 

A rakali can  be mistaken for 

a platypus when swimming. 

However, unlike platypus, a 

rakali is often seen running along the bank or 

sitting on a log or rock to eat or rest.  

A rakali’s narrow tail has a white tip; the tail of 

the platypus is broad and totally brown. 

  Report a Sighting! 

By reporting where and when you have seen a 

platypus or rakali in the wild (alive or dead), you 

will make a  contribution to understanding the 

conservation needs of these animals. 

  Australian Platypus Conservancy 

For more information and to 

report a sighting go to: 

www.platypus.asn.au or scan 

the QR code 

 Landcare Volunteers 

Landcare undertake native plantings to restore 

damaged riparian areas along river banks and 

protect platypus habitat. 



Fishing  
Please stop fishing if you see a 
platypus: they can get snagged 

in lines and on hooks.  

Never leave lines unattended 
and always retrieve lines and 

hooks.  

Platypus can drown in nets and 
traps, which are illegal.  

Dogs and cats 
Young platypus are particularly 
likely to be killed or injured by 

uncontrolled dogs and cats. 

Keep your dog on a leash at all times 
when near the water. 

Keep your cat contained                        
at home. 

Rubbish 
Platypus become entangled in 
all sorts of rubbish, especially 

plastic rings such as 6-pack 
holders. 

Before swimming always 
remove hair ties and jewellery! 

Damaged river banks 
Please help protect platypus habitat.   

Avoid camping and driving close to 
the water’s edge. 

Do not trample vegetation or light 
fires on the river bank. 

Plats and rats—they both need protecting 

The best way to help both the platypus and rakali (native 

water rat) is to keep our rivers clean and river banks 

covered in vegetation.  

Looking after the needs of platypus and rakali will also help 

the many other animals sharing their aquatic environment. 

  sharing the river with  

   PLATYPUS 
     they need our help to survive 

Did you know 

platypus 

don’t like... 

A very unusual animal 

The platypus is a mammal as it has fur and produces milk 

to feed its young, but it lays eggs like a reptile!  

It has a bill like a duck, plus webbed front feet and a 

flattened tail to help it swim and dive for food in the water.  

A riverbank home 

Platypus dig a burrow under the river bank.  Safely hidden 

and shaded by vegetation they raise their young and rest 

during the day.   

Platypus feed in the water and along the gravelly river bed. 

Males can have a home range of up to 10 kilometres, 

females generally less. 


